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Please join me in remembering Demi
and in thanking the Cuccias for their
commitment to ending dating violence.

————

SUMMER MEALS

(Ms. DUCKWORTH asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. DUCKWORTH. Mr. Speaker,
more than 21 million children nation-
wide and 825,000 in Illinois rely on free
or reduced-price meals during the
school year. Unfortunately, we often
forget that these children can go hun-
gry in the summer months, when they
are not in school.

Recently, I visited the Share Our
Strength Summer Meal Site in Pala-
tine, Illinois. They provide summer
meals to students who normally re-
ceive reduced-price breakfasts and
lunches during the school year. As
someone who was on the school break-
fast and school lunch program myself,
I know that it is imperative we work to
reduce poverty in Illinois and that no
child should have to miss their meal.

But our local communities cannot
fight hunger on their own. That is why
I will be cosponsoring the bipartisan
Summer Meals Act, which will expand
the USDA Summer Nutrition Program
to help more children access quality
meals during the summer months.

I believe that in the wealthiest na-
tion in the world, no American child
should go hungry, and no parent should
have to make the difficult decision be-
tween paying rent or paying for gro-
ceries. Let’s work together to stand up
for our children by supporting summer
food nutrition programs.

————
THE GREAT WAR—100 YEARS AGO

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, it
was called the ‘“‘war to end all wars.” It
began on July 28, 1914, 100 years ago
today. It concluded in 1918, only after
millions had died. It was just the first
of many wars in the last century.

It was at a stalemate in the bloody,
deadly trenches of Europe in 1917 when
tenacious American Doughboys entered
the battle. It was World War I.

Over 100,000 young American warriors
never returned. One was President
Teddy Roosevelt’s son, Quentin. Thou-
sands more died from the Spanish flu
that they contracted.

The last American survivor was
Frank Buckles, Jr., who lived to be 110.
I got to know Buckles, as did many
other Members of Congress. His dying
wish was that a memorial be erected on
the Mall to honor all the Americans
who fought in the Great War: those
that returned, those that returned with
the wounds of war, and those that did
not return.

It is unfortunate and tragic that a
memorial has not been erected be-
cause, as it has been said, the worst
casualty of war is to be forgotten.
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And that is just the way it is.

THE ENGLISH LEARNING AND
INNOVATION ACT

(Mr. GARCIA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GARCIA. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
support of improving educational op-
portunities for a group of students that
our education system has left behind,
English language learners, or ELLs.
Even though English language learners
are the fastest-growing student popu-
lation in the United States, they score
far behind their English-speaking peers
and, more likely than others, lack the
resources needed to succeed in our
schools.

That is why I am introducing the
English Learning and Innovation Act,
which will create two grant programs
to enable schools to better provide a
high-quality education to students
working to learn English.

As someone who grew up in Miami, I
recognize the value of students who
don’t yet speak English who are build-
ing a vibrant community together.

This bill has the support of a number
of organizations, including the NEA,
NCLR, and the National Association
for Bilingual Education. I urge my col-
leagues to join me in taking action to

strengthen English language edu-
cation.

——

ISRAEL

(Mr. DESANTIS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DESANTIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
defense of Israel and their defensive
war against Hamas. Hamas is a ter-
rorist organization. It is an arm of the
Muslim Brotherhood. Its reason for ex-
istence is to destroy Israel. And Hamas
desires a second Holocaust, although
they won’t acknowledge that the first
happened. Hamas uses human shields
to protect their weapons of terror.

They are not protesting occupation.
Israel pulled completely out of the
Gaza Strip, including uprooting more
than 10,000 of their own citizens from
their homes nearly 10 years ago.

Hamas has used the last decade to
build a complex terrorist infrastruc-
ture, including tunnels designed solely
to kill as many Israelis as possible. The
U.S. should not be pressuring Israel to
give Hamas breathing room. The com-
plete defeat of Hamas and the disman-
tling of their terrorist infrastructure
will be good for Israel’s security and
will be a decisive blow against inter-
national terrorism and the global
jihad, which is good for our national
security. We need to stand with Israel
at this critical juncture.

——
RECOGNIZING MILITARY CHAP-
LAINS AND CAPTAIN MIKE
CERULA
(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania

asked and was given permission to ad-
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dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize
our Nation’s military chaplains. It was
239 years ago this week, at the behest
of George Washington, that the Army
Chaplain Corps was created by the Con-
tinental Congress. These brave men
and women, who serve in each branch
of the military and are from all faiths
and denominations, have served in
every one of our Nation’s wars.

Today I would like to acknowledge
one of our Nation’s military chaplains,
Captain Mike Cerula, who is from Wa-
terford, Erie County, Pennsylvania,
and is currently serving with the 82nd
Airborne at Fort Bragg.

Chaplain Cerula deployed to Iraq in
2011 and was previously acting brigade
chaplain for the 411th Engineer Bri-
gade. Military chaplains, like Chaplain
Cerula, represent some of the best this
country has to offer.

A favorite Bible verse of Chaplain
Cerula’s is from James 5:16, and I
quote: ‘“The effectual fervent prayer of
a righteous man availeth much.”

We thank you, Chaplain Cerula,
along with all of our military chap-
lains, for your service, your sacrifice,
and most importantly, your work to
support the spiritual strength and
wellness of those who serve in uniform.

————

CONGRATULATING COACH RON
REAM

(Mr. ROONEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. ROONEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor my old high school
football coach, Ron Ream, who was re-
cently voted into the Florida Athletic
Coaches Association Hall of Fame. I
can’t think of a man more deserving of
this recognition.

Coach Ream is going on his 38th sea-
son as the head coach of the Benjamin
Buccaneers, my alma mater, making
him the longest-tenured coach in Palm
Beach County.

The true measure of his legacy
though is not in the record books, in
championship games, or in winning
seasons, but in the values and lessons
he imparts on the young men that go
through his football program.

With his guidance, I was able to go
on to play tight end at Syracuse Uni-
versity and then at Washington and
Jefferson College.

Coach Ream not only helped me suc-
ceed on the field, but he showed me the
traits of a great leader and the value of
hard work, which helped me succeed
professionally well into my adulthood.
I know that I wouldn’t be where I am
today if it wasn’t for Coach Ream.

Congratulations, Coach. And go Bucs.

———

CONGRESSIONAL BLACK CAUCUS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. WIL-
LIAMS). Under the Speaker’s announced
policy of January 3, 2013, the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. JEFFRIES)
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